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action at dawn. For a night action the Germans were
the better equipped as to their fire system, their
recognition signals, and their searchlights, and he
did not feel justified in presenting the enemy with a
needless advantage. On this point Beatty, to the
south and westward, was in full agreement. He
informed Jellicoe of his position and the bearing of
the enemy, and turned to the course of the Battle
Meet.

The night battle was waged on the British side
entirely by the lighter craft. The German ships
made good their escape, but they lost in the process
out of all proportion to the British light craft. At
earliest dawn on 1st June the British fleet, which
was lying south and west of the Horn Reef, turned
northwards to collect its light craft, and to search
for the enemy. It was ready and eager to renew
the battle, for it had still twenty-two battleships
untouched, and ample cruisers and light craft, while
Scheer's command was scarcely any longer a fleet
in being. But there was to be no second " Glorious
First of June," for the enemy was not to be found.
He had slipped in single ships astern of our fleet
during the night, and was then engaged in moving
homewards like a flight of wild duck that has been
scattered by shot. He was greatly helped by the
weather, which at dawn on 1st June was thicker
than the night before, the visibility being less than
four miles. About 3.30 a.m. a Zeppelin passed over
the British fleet, and reported to Scheer the position
of the British squadrons. All morning till eleven
o'clock Sir John Jellicoe waited on the battleground,
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